
 

 

NEWSLETTER    NOVEMBER 2019 

We continue to receive and/or come across material in our archives that we find intriguing and 

that sometimes solve old mysteries or raise new questions. 

There is a house on Suburban Parkway in Oakland Beach that in the past was thought by some 

to be the old railroad depot that once stood on the SW corner of Oakland Beach Ave and 

Suburban Parkway.  Recent research has called that into question and produced a possible 

answer to the original use of that house. Further examination of old maps and photographs lead 

us to believe that the house may have once been a part of the ticket station for the steamboats 

that once stopped at the pier located in the vicinity of the current boat ramp.   We present them 

here for you to examine and form your own opinion.  

 

 

Early maps of the area and building in question that state this was the steamboat ticket office. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Another question recently raised concerns Betsy Williams who died November 27, 1871. 

It has long been assumed by many that she died in the house located in Roger Williams Park.  

An article recently discovered suggests that isn’t true. 

 

 



  Henry AL Brown was honored on November 12 with a lifelong achievement award for his 

contribution to our community as an historian, author and community activist.  Many of Henry’s 

friends and colleagues gathered at the Aspray Boathouse in Pawtuxet for an evening of food 

and good cheer.  Mayor Solomon, former Mayor Avedisian, Representative McNamara as well 

as representatives from the Warwick Historical Society and the Pawtuxet Village Association 

spoke of his generous literary contributions to the city and the state.  He was presented with 

citations from both Warwick and the State Legislature and a rocking chair inscribed with his 

name.  Congratulations Henry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The past is never where you think you left it.-----Catherine Porter 


